OUR RICHES IN CHRIST 

TEXT: 

Eph. 1:17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 

Eph. 1:18 I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 

Eph. 1:19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 

Eph. 1:20 which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 

Eph. 1:21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 

Eph. 1:22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 

Eph. 1:23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

INTRO:

1. The Bible says in Hosea 4:6, “My people are destroyed for a lack of knowledge.” Do you know the riches that you have in Christ?

2. Paul wrote this letter to the Ephesian church from prison. Verse15 tells us that he had heard great news about the Ephesian Church. He heard about their "faith in the Lord Jesus" and their "love for all the saints." 

3. Verses 15- 23 is one long sentence; it is a prayer for the people of God. He prayed that the Lord, "the Father of glory," would give them "the spirit of wisdom and the revelation of the knowledge of him." In other words, Paul prayed that they would have the Spirit of wisdom and knowledge to understand what God had done for them, and to appreciate who they were in Christ. 

4. There is a particular phrase in verse 18 that is a key to unlocking this long prayer: "that you may know." You might say, "We already know these things." Well, you may have head knowledge, but do you have heart knowledge? Paul prays "the eyes of your understanding" or literally your heart "would be enlightened." He is praying that we would receive the “Spirit of wisdom and revelation”.

5. The inability to see and hear things is not linked to intelligence, but rather the spiritual condition of the heart. The Spirit of God must open the eyes of the heart. God wants our hearts, our inner person, to be enlightened (literally to 'shed light upon'). He wants us to have an intimate knowledge, an experiential understanding of him. It begins with being born again or being spiritually reborn. 

6. God wants us to truly experience Jesus in a personal real way, not just play church or go through the religious motions of Christianity.

7. Let's focus on three blessings that God wants our hearts to see and know.

I. WE MUST KNOW THE HOPE OF OUR CALLING

A. Eph. 1:18 I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you

1. All around us, people are asking that question. Circumstances can become dark tunnels of despair. Health problems, financial calamities, unexpected tragedies, and uncertainties about life after death cause people to cry out, "Is there any hope?" Some have concluded that there is indeed no hope in this world. 

2. I often talked to a people who had been considering suicide. Why? They could see no hope. The eyes of their heart had no understanding.

3. Hope is the confident expectation that the riches in Christ are yours.

4. Col 1:27 “Christ in you the hope of glory.”

5. The Christian hope is having Christ in your heart and all his promises are yes and amen!

6. Hope of salvation and the hope of the life to come.

7. Hope in a life eternal. Hope in the resurrection of the head. Do you have this hope? 

8. In Christ, we have "the hope of his calling." There is truly no hope apart from Christ. However, as believers we always have hope, 

B. What is "the hope of his calling.”? What is his calling? It is who we are in Christ. 

1. The Bible says that he has called us with an “upward call”, or “high calling” (Philippians 3:14); “a holy calling” (2 Timothy 1:9), and “a heavenly calling” (Hebrews 3:1). 

2. It is the calling described in Romans 8:28-29 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29 "For whom he foreknew, he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren."

3. God has called us to be conformed to the image of Christ. This is who we are and who we are becoming in Christ. We are being changed to be like Christ because he lives in us.

4. The hope of our calling is certain. Romans 11:29 say, "For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable." What God began in us when He saved us, He will complete. We are "sealed for the day of redemption."

5. But it is not to be like Jesus in our own strength but by the Spirit of God. 

6. Gal. 5:16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.

7. 1 Thessalonians 5:24 "He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it." 

8. Philippians1:6 "confident of this very thing, that he who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ." 

II. WE MUST KNOW THE RICHES OF HIS INHERITANCE.

A. Eph. 1:18 I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 

1. Paul talks about our inheritance in Christ in verse 11. He emphasizes the riches that we have in Christ. 

2. But in this verse he is praying that we would have a revelation that we are His inheritance. Note the phrase, "his inheritance in the saints." Notice that it doesn't say "our inheritance," but "his inheritance." This verse teaches us that God considers us to be part of His riches. He considers us His inheritance because of what He has invested in us.

3. We are made in His image. We are valuable to God. He made us a little lower than Himself.

4. Psa. 8:4 what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him? Psa. 8:5 You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor.

5. Second, we will be glorified in Him and He will be glorified in us. God deals with us on the basis of our future, not our past. He looked at Gideon who was hiding from his enemies and said, "The LORD is with you, you mighty man of valor!" He looked at Simon, the inconsistent fisherman and called him Peter, the rock. He looks at you and me and sees a glorious treasure.

6. He is coming for a beautiful bride without spot or blemish.

7. In effect, it is as though the Lord is saying to us, "I want you to see yourselves the way I see you. I want you to realize how much I love you and how much I value you. If you could see yourself from my point of view, you'd live differently."

8. Remember that phrase from verse18 where Paul prayed that the "eyes" of our hearts would be enlightened? He is fitting us with spiritual corrective lenses to see His work and ourselves in us properly.

III. WE MUST KNOW THE GREATNESS OF HIS POWER.

A. Eph. 1:19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, Eph. 1:20 which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, Eph. 1:21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 

1. There are four words in these verses that speak of God's power. The first word, "power," comes from dunamis, from which we get "dynamite" and "dynamic." There is also energia, or "working." It means the energizing force of the Holy Spirit. Kratos, or the second "power," refers to God's dominion or control. Ischus, or "mighty," refers to endowed power. 

2. Note that we not only to know "the exceeding greatness of his power toward us”… but it is to know "the exceeding greatness of his power" that is in us.

3. This power is the power of the Holy Spirit. Do you have this power?

4. Acts 1:8 You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you.

5. We need the power effectively to witness with signs and wonders following

6. We need the power to overcome temptation and sin

7. We need the power to endure whatever trials may come our way. 

8. We have to use this power.

9. The same power that raised Jesus from the dead works in us. Verse 20 is very specific. It tells us that God uses the same power in our lives that he used "when he raised him [Jesus] from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places." 

10. Paul prayed in Philippians 3:10 "that I may know him and the power of his resurrection."

11. There are times in all of our lives when we may wonder if God can do all that he has said he can do. Then we must look to Jesus. Jesus was born of a virgin, lived a sinless life, and performed amazing wonders and miracles. He was totally obedient to his Father's will. When he died on the cross, he bore all the sin of the entire world. However, Psalm 16:10 says, "You will not allow your Holy One to see corruption." In his mighty power, God raised him from the dead.

12. The same power that wouldn't allow Jesus to remain in the grave will not allow God's promises to us to be broken. 

B. What is the purpose for God's power in our lives?

1. First, we have God's power in order to use our spiritual riches properly. We have to use this power to reach the lost with signs and wonders following. 

2. Second, we have God's power in order to overcome our enemy. Jesus came to destroy the works of the enemy. The dark forces of hell want to defeat us and keep us from using our spiritual riches. We must know the supremacy of his authority and that he is above all the power of darkness. And he has given us that authority to us as well because we are seated with Him in the heavenly places. 

3. Third, we have God's power to enable us to live victoriously. God doesn't redeem us, forgive us, make us heirs, and seal us with his Spirit and say, "Now you are own your own." Instead of depending on our own impotence we can depend on his omnipotence! Those who are led by His Spirit will not fulfill the desires of the flesh.

CONCLUSION: 

As believers, we have all these wonderful blessings. Do we know our treasures? Do you have this personal relationship? Do you have this hope that if you die tonight, you will be with Jesus in heaven?

CELL QUESTIONS: 

1. What does Paul mean by in Eph 1:17ff context of having the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him?

2. When Paul talks about the Christian hope, what does he mean?

3. When He talks about the “hope of our calling” what are we called to?

4. What does it mean the riches of His inheritance? Note: the difference between our inheritances verses His inheritance.

5. How can we use “the power that is at work within us”? Do you have this power?


